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Classroom Rules 

 In Room 110 we have five classroom rules.  The rules focus on showing respect to self, 

others and property.  Students will end up knowing these rules by heart as we use rhythm and 

hand-motions to learn each one.  During the course of the school year the rules will be posted in 

the classroom and will be reviewed from time to time.  Please encourage your student to follow 

the rules listed below: 

1.  Follow directions quickly 

2. Raise your hand for permission to speak 

3. Raise your hand for permission to leave your seat 

4. Look at and listen to the speaker 

5. Make smart choices 

Daily Schedule 
 Our daily schedule provides structure for our school days.  Sometimes we will deviate 

from this schedule, but not very often.  You might find this schedule helpful when talking to 

your child about the school day.  On Mondays the first bell rings an hour later at 9:10AM.  This 

hour is reserved for teacher plan time, professional development opportunities and for teacher 

meetings.  

 

Schedule for Tuesdays-Fridays                                                                      Schedule for Mondays 

School Bell Rings ………. 8:10AM                                                                       School Bell Rings ………. 9:10AM 

Tardy Bell Rings ………. 8:15AM                                                                          Tardy Bell Rings ………. 9:15AM 

Warm-Up & Reading Stations …. 8:10AM-8:30AM                   Warm-Up & Reading Stations …. 9:15AM-9:30AM 

Phonics Practice ………. 8:30AM-8:45AM                                                Phonics Practice………. 9:30AM-9:45AM 

Reading………. 8:45AM-9:15AM                   Snack/Bathroom Break/Vitamin D Break ………. 9:45AM-10:00AM                            

Snack/Bathroom Break/Vitamin D Break ………. 9:15AM-9:25AM                Reading ………. 10:00AM-10:30AM 

Target Instruction ………. 9:25AM-10:05AM                                                     Writing ………. 10:30AM-11:00AM 

Writing ………. 10:05AM-11:00AM                                                                    Recess ………. 11:05AM-11:25AM 

Recess ………. 11:05AM-11:25AM                                                                      Lunch ………. 11:25AM-11:45AM 

Lunch ………. 11:25AM-11:45AM                                                          Music Monday ………. 11:45AM-12:05PM 

Number Talk, Star Quiz & DreamBox …… 11:45AM-12:20PM                Bathroom Break …… 12:05PM-12:15PM 

Bathroom Break ………. 12:20PM-12:30PM       Number Talk, Star Quiz & DreamBox ………. 12:15PM-12:45PM 

Specials ………. 12:30PM-1:20PM                                                                             Math ………. 12:45PM-1:30PM 

Math Lesson ………. 1:20PM-2:00PM                                                                    Specials ………. 1:30PM-2:20PM 

Vitamin D Break (Optional Fresh Fruit/Veggie Snack provided)  Science or Social Studies ………. 2:20PM-3:05PM                 

Science or Social Studies ………. 2:15PM-3:05PM                                    Wrap-Up & Pack-Up …. 3:05PM-3:20PM 

Wrap-Up & Pack-Up ………. 3:05PM-3:20PM                                                 Dismissal Bell Rings ………. 3:20PM 

Dismissal Bell Rings ………. 3:20PM 

 

 



Discipline 

 At Winograd K-8 School all students are expected to demonstrate COURAGE 

(Compassion, Optimism, Unity, Respect, Achievement, Generosity and Excellence).  The 

classroom rules serve as additional guidelines for students.  If a student is having trouble 

following the rules he or she will be given a reminder of the behavior expectations.  If the 

disrespectful behavior continues then he or she will be given a chance to have a conversation 

with me about stopping the disrespectful behavior and making a better choice.  This might mean 

taking some “thinking time” away from the situation and the rest of the class to avoid disrupting 

other learners.  If the behavior persists the student will bring a note home.  I ask that you sign 

this note and have the student return it to me the next day.  Safety is my number one concern in 

the classroom.  If any student is exhibiting an unsafe behavior he or she will be sent to the office 

immediately to speak with Mrs. Gentle the principal, Mrs. Anna the vice principal or Mr. Breese 

the dean of students.  I appreciate your support in this area so that the classroom can be a safe 

and productive place for all learners. 

Rewards 
 I believe in rewarding students for meeting expectations and for exceeding expectations.  

If I notice a student who is on task or meeting an expectation I present that student with a ticket.  

Usually, I write the student’s name and the reason he or she is being recognized on the back of 

the ticket.  Earning five tickets allows a student to pick a prize from the treasure chest I have in 

my classroom.  If I see a student who is going above and beyond the classroom expectations, I 

present a COURAGE Award to that child.  The student then gets to go to the office to turn in the 

COURAGE Award to either Mr. Breese, Mrs. Anna or Mrs. Gentle.  COURAGE Awards are 

placed in a basket and a drawing takes place during a COURAGE Assembly.  Winners get to 

pick a piece of Cub Gear to take home.   

Incomplete Work 

 If a student does not complete an assignment in class the work will be sent home with the 

student so that he or she may complete it and return it to school the following day.  I believe it is 

important for all students to understand that there is a time for work and a time for play.  

Students must understand that balancing their time is essential for living a high-quality lifestyle.  

It is best to work hard when called upon to do so all while knowing that relaxation and free time 

can be enjoyed later.  I will be building brain energizing breaks into the course of the school day 

to keep students alert and energized while allowing time to for their brains to “breathe.”  Our 

goal is to learn how to have a strong work ethic while still setting aside time to have fun! 

 

 



The May Box 
 I understand that students often want to bring toys to school.  I ask that you monitor what 

your child has in his or her backpack so that everything is appropriate to have on the school 

grounds.  If a toy or gadget should become distracting to the student during instructional time I 

will take away the toy or gadget.  At any time a parent or guardian can come to school to claim 

the item otherwise all items will be kept safely in “The May Box” and returned to students on the 

last day of school. 

Volunteers 

 They say it takes a village to raise a child and I agree!  I welcome parent, grandparent and 

guardian help in the classroom.  Please let me know when you would like to volunteer so I can 

include you in my planning.  I usually have one or two people who help on a weekly basis.  

When a field trip is on the agenda, I will ask for more volunteers.  Thank you!   

Snack 

 We will take a quick break each morning at 9:15AM (9:45AM on Mondays).  I find that 

this is a good time for students to enjoy a small, healthy snack.  If your child would like a snack, 

he or she must bring something from home.  Due to differences in dietary needs/allergies, I 

always instruct students not to share snack with others.  I explain how even though it seems 

generous, it is best if everyone eats his or her own snack.  If a child has brought an unhealthy 

snack, or something far too large to be eaten during the short break time, that child will need to 

take the snack back home and go without snack that day.  I always stress that it is the student’s 

responsibility to remember to pack a snack.  If a student forgets, he or she will go without snack 

that day.  Students do not have to eat snack, especially if they are not hungry.  For the past few 

years Winograd K-8 School has qualified for a grant-funded fresh fruit and vegetable snack 

program.  I anticipate this program continuing this school year.  Most afternoons students are 

provided with an opportunity to eat an individualized serving of fresh fruit or vegetables at the 

beginning of our afternoon Vitamin D Break.  Students do not have to take a serving of fruit or 

vegetables if they are not hungry or do not care for the food being served.   

 

 

 

 

 



Birthdays 

 The students and I love to take time out of the busy schedule to celebrate birthdays!  We 

will typically celebrate birthdays during the morning break at 9:15 AM (although there are a few 

dates where celebrations will have to take place at a different time during the day).  At the 

beginning of the year I have each family fill out a form which tells if their son or daughter would 

like to bring treats for the class on his or her birthday.  The other celebration option is for the 

entire class to go outside for an extra 15 minute recess instead.  This is often a healthier, less 

expensive way to celebrate and the children love extra recess.  Students do get to pick a prize 

from my treasure chest on their birthdays.  All birthdays that take place over the summer months 

will be celebrated on the child’s half birthday.  I will send a reminder note home about what 

celebration you and your child chose and details about the date and time of the celebration.   

Rock Star of the Week 

 Starting near the beginning of the school year each student will have a turn being the 

“Rock Star of the Week.”  It is a chance for the rest of the class to learn more about the featured 

student.  There will be a packet sent home the week before your child’s turn as “Rock Star of the 

Week.”  It is important that you help your child complete the packet and return it to school.  

Each child deserves a week dedicated to celebrating his or her uniqueness.   

Friday Folders 

 Every Friday your student will bring home his or her Friday Folder.  Inside will be the 

weekly school newsletter and other important papers.  Some of your child’s completed 

assignments will be in the folder, too.  Please take the time to look through the contents of the 

Friday Folder with your child.  I have found that it is a good way for everyone to stay on the 

same page as far as having current academic feedback.  The Friday Folder is also a great way to 

communicate if you find yourself needing to send me a note or return paperwork to the school.  

It is very important that your child return the Friday Folder along with any necessary papers on 

the following Monday!  This is a part of each students homework score.  I care that they can 

carry the folder back and forth from school to home responsibly.   

AVID 
We are an AVID school.  AVID stands for Advancement Via Individual Determination.  

AVID schools are committed to practicing writing, inquiry, collaboration, organization and 

reading every day across all content areas.  In class, students will have a binder that acts as a 

portfolio.  This binder will document their academic growth throughout the year.  If you would 

ever like to see your child’s binder outside of Parent/Teacher Conferences, please let me know 

and we can schedule a time.  (Note:  First graders only receive binders is there are extras from 

other grade levels.) 

 



Homework 

 It is important for students to have additional time to practice the skills that they learn in 

class.  With this being said I will be sending homework home every night.  However, I believe 

that family time is more important.  Between T-Time Reading (15 minutes of reading per night) 

and one math practice problem, your child’s homework should only take 20 minutes to complete.  

I find it helps students to have a designated homework time and work space.  I encourage you to 

talk to your child about his or her school day and to eat dinner as a family when possible.  The 

quality time you spend with your student helps them in and beyond the classroom!  A student’s 

homework grade does not reflect his or her ability to complete the work without errors, it reflects 

how responsible the student has been about taking math and T-Time sheets home and returning 

them to school.  We will go over all homework during class time so students can better 

understand major concepts.  

Field Trips 

 Typically the entire first grade goes on a field trip.  I will send home information closer to 

the date of the field trip.  If any other trips come up during the course of the year I will make sure 

to send information home as soon as it becomes available.   

Book Orders 

 I am planning on sending home book order forms periodically throughout the year.  As an 

educator I always think that books make perfect birthday or holiday gifts.  It seems that first 

grade is the year many students find it fun to have books they can read independently at home.  I 

will make sure to send book order forms home with students at least a week before they are due 

so that you may discuss any purchases as a family. 

Holiday Celebrations 

 During the course of the school year we will have a handful of holiday parties.  As a class 

we will have parties to celebrate Halloween, Christmas and Valentine’s Day.  If you are 

interested, there will be opportunities to volunteer to bring treats and supplies to these 

celebrations.  The sign-up sheets will be available at Parent/Teacher Conferences.  Working as a 

team I know we will be able to make these parties fun for the students!   

 

 

 

 

 

 



T-Time 
 T-Time is Winograd K-8 School’s school wide reading program.  There is research that 

proves when children read at least 15 minutes every night they perform better academically, have 

higher rates of graduation and are better prepared for college and/or career.  In your child’s 

homework folder there will be a piece of paper used to track your child’s reading minutes each 

week.  They should read at least 15 minutes per night and have you sign the tracking page.  T-

Time is due on the last day of the month unless otherwise noted.  However, I will be checking 

the tracking page weekly to help reward students’ efforts as they read.  Students can earn free 

books and pizza coupons.  At the end of the school year, if a child has submitted all his or her T-

Time slips, they get to pick a T-Time teddy bear at our end-of-year assembly.  I will accept late 

T-Time, and I count T-Time tracking pages as a part of your child’s homework grade for report 

cards.   

 Sight Words  
  I will be testing students’ knowledge of the first grade sight words each trimester.  We 

will practice sight words in class, but I will also send a set of practice cards home as well.  

Students who practice sight words more frequently become smoother readers at a younger age!  I 

will teach your child how to practice sight words without adult supervision so that this can be a 

quiet, independent activity that can be done at home.   

Student Absences 

 If your student misses school I will only be sending home sheets that are absolutely 

necessary as “catch-up work.”  I do not want students to feel overwhelmed with work if they 

miss school.  I understand many times absences are for appointments, illness, etc. and beyond the 

student’s control.  Under Colorado law, your child has a right to his or her education.  First grade 

is the first year where this right is protected by the judicial system.  Please make every effort for 

your son or daughter to attend school on-time consistently.   

Class Dojo 
 I use the Class Dojo app to track which students are turning in T-Time, permission slips, 

etc. consistently and which students need to work on responsibility.  I also use the app to send 

my weekly newsletter, reminders and messages to parents and guardians.  If you download this 

free app to a device and accept the invitation for “Miss Odom’s Class” then you and I can 

communicate through the messaging part of the app which is very similar to texting.  I am able to 

get these messages outside of the school day.  If you have questions, please let me know.   

 Thank You 

 I cannot say it enough…thank you for supporting your child each and every day! 

 

 



Contact  
Winograd K-8 School’s Phone Number:  970-348-2600 

(You can be transferred to me for pressing matters during the school day.) 

Miss Odom’s Classroom Phone Number:  970-348-2649  

(You will need to leave a voicemail during teaching hours.) 

Miss Odom’s Email Address:  kodom@greeleyschools.org 

(I will respond in 24 business hours.) 

Class Dojo Messages 

(I will usually respond within the same day, even at night and during the weekends.) 

 
 Thank you for reading the First Grade Information Packet.  I find that it is best for parents, students 

and teachers to start the year with clear communication.  Please sign and detach this slip of paper 

confirming that you have read and understand the First Grade Information Packet.  This slip needs to 

be returned to school with your child, but please keep the packet for your reference throughout the 

school year.  I appreciate your time! 

I read and understand the First Grade Information Packet for Miss Odom’s classroom.  I will do my 

best to adhere to the guidelines for Miss Odom’s first grade class, and I will encourage my child to 

adhere to the expectations for a first grade student.   

Student Name:  _____________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature:  ____________________________________   Date:  ____________ 
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